
RESOURCES ON SPECIAL IMMIGRANT JUVENILE STATUS 

Government Resources 

USCIS Policy Manual Sections on Special Immigrant Juvenile Status and SIJS-based 

Adjustment of Status 

USCIS, Special Immigrant Juvenile Status: Information for Juvenile Courts, 

https://immigrantjustice.org/sites/immigrantjustice.org/files/BestPracticesManual_1

7.%20USCIS%20SIJS%20Information%20for%20Juvenile%20Courts.pdf  

USCIS, Resource for Child Welfare Professionals on SIJS, 

https://immigrantjustice.org/sites/immigrantjustice.org/files/BestPracticesManual_1

8.%20USCIS%20Immigration%20Relief%20for%20Abused%20Children.pdf  

Executive Office for Immigration Review, Updated Status Docket Policy Memorandum, 

https://www.aila.org/infonet/eoir-policy-memo-on-use-of-status-dockets  

Practice Pointers and Advisories   

AILA, USCIS Performance Data on Special Immigrant Juveniles, 

https://www.aila.org/infonet/uscis-performance-data-on-sijs  

AILA, Practice Pointer: Crafting SIJ Findings with State Law and Factual Bases to Avoid 

RFEs, AILA Doc. No. 17112834, November 28, 2017, 

https://www.aila.org/infonet/practice-pointer-crafting-sij-findings-with-state  

AILA, CA9 Finds Honduran Boy Should Have Been Advised of Apparent Eligibility for 

SIJ Status, AILA Doc. No. 19050912, May 3, 2019, https://www.aila.org/infonet/ca9-

cjlg-v-barr-5-3-19  

American Bar Association, A Guide for State Court Judges and Lawyers on Special 

Immigrant Juvenile Status, 

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_la

w_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-36/mar-apr-2017/a-guide-for-state-court-

judges-and-lawyers-on-special-immigrant-/  

American Bar Association, Immigrants in the Child Welfare System: Case Studies, 

https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/child_law/Immigra

tion%20in%20CWS%20Case%20Studies_final.authcheckdam.pdf  

CLINIC, Index of Unpublished Administrative Appeals Office Decisions on Special 

Immigrant Juvenile Status, available at https://cliniclegal.org/index-unpublished-

administrative-appeals-office-decisions-special-immigrant-juvenile-status  

https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-6-part-j
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-f-chapter-7
https://www.uscis.gov/policy-manual/volume-7-part-f-chapter-7
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CLINIC, Strategies for SIJS Cases in Light of Adjustment Backlog, available at 

https://cliniclegal.org/sites/default/files/resources/Strategies-for-SIJS-Case-in-Light-

of-Adjustment-Backlog.pdf  

CLINIC, Sample Brief Seeking Termination of Proceedings Based on SIJS Approval, 

https://cliniclegal.org/sample-brief-seeking-termination-removal-proceedings-based-

sijs-approval  

CLINIC & ILRC, SIJS Policy Updates and Proposed Regulations, 

https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/2019.11_practice_alert_-

_sijs_policy_update.pdf  

Immigrant Legal Resource Center, Immigration Benchbook for Juvenile and Family 

Courts, https://www.ilrc.org/immigration-benchbook-juvenile-and-family-courts 

(containing guidance on SIJS among other immigration issues that may impact state 

courts)  

ILRC, Chart of Stop-and-Identify State Statutes, February 1, 2018, 

https://www.ilrc.org/chart-stop-and-identify-state-statutes  

Immigrant and Refugee Appellate Center, Unpublished BIA Decision Index, 

https://www.irac.net/unpublished/index/ (containing several decisions on SIJS)  

Kids In Need of Defense, Pro Bono Attorney Manual Chapter 4: Special Immigrant 

Juvenile Status, https://supportkind.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Chapter-4-

Special-Immigrant-Juvenile-Status-SIJS.pdf  

National Juvenile Justice Network, Supporting Immigrant Youth Caught in the 

Crosshairs of the Justice System, http://www.njjn.org/uploads/digital-

library/Supporting%20Immigrant%20Youth,%20NJJN%20Policy%20Platform,%20Aug

ust%20%202018.pdf  

Safe Passages Project, Comprehensive Guide to Representing Non-Citizen Youth, 

available at https://www.safepassageproject.org/immigration-resources/  

Scholtz, R. & Schmidt, S. (n.d.). Special Immigrant Juvenile Status: Information for Child 

Welfare Professionals. Retrieved from 

http://www.mncourts.gov/mncourtsgov/media/scao_library/CJI/14a-SJIS-Special-

Immigrant-Juvenile-Status-powerpoint-(Scholtz).pdf     

Vera Institute of Justice UC Program, The Impact of Drug Trafficking on 

Unaccompanied Minor Immigration Cases, 

https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/resources/impact_drug_trffk_unacomp_min

or_cases-20180719.pdf  
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